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Postcards From Home
Home is a complicated subject. There are many ways of envisioning our
relationship with home. Is home a physical site, a relationship with others or a
state of mind?

Barbara Staulus, Untitled, 2011
The complex and diverse responses to the call for submissions for this exhibition
further emphasize the vast nature of the subject.	
  
In our contemporary society migration has become common, as we move
towards a globalized society. Our mobility has changed the way that we conceive
our homes. Having lived in a diverse variety of places over my life I conceived of
this exhibition as a way of situating my conflicting views of my home.
In the spirit of free communication, all submissions were included in the
exhibition. It was important to include conflicting and harmonious voices rather
than work that speaks only to one experience of home.

Susan Greenbank, Sarnia, ONT 1995-2005, 2011
The physical home, as structure, was explored by several artists. Whether a
depiction of their current environment or of a past home. These images mix true
depiction of place with the memory of the artist.

Sheila Wright, Untitled, 2011

Ginger Mason, Untitled, 2011
Home is not only a physical place, and unlike a house it also connotes a shelter
of a more spiritual kind. Many of the works touched on the idea of a home as a
refuge from the outside world.
A place for reflection and rest, this space contributes to our psychological wellbeing. Unlike temporary dwellings, a home brings a sense of permanence and
stability to one’s life. This is true regardless of whether one lives in the place that
one considers to be home.
A family home can be equally important, this home is a place that contains the
memories of the family. In this case it is not so much the physicality of the space
but instead the actions that took place there that becomes important. This place
may shift as the child become the parent and develops new memories in a
different space.

Lexie Harding, Untitled, 2011
In some cases this relationship is nostalgic, such as baking cookies with the
family. In other cases it is dealt with in a more humourous way. The focus
however is the activities that go on inside a home.

Petrina Ng and Matt King, Untitled, 2011

Jessica Aylsworth, Mom and the Street I Grew Up On, 2012

Jessica Hart, Em’s Masks, 2012

Andrew Super, Five Times Leaving Home, 2012
How we interact with the objects in our home can shift the way that we view our
environment. Whether a stark minimalist space of a cluttered one, these factors
influence how we use our space as well as reflect on who we are.

Justin	
  Langille,	
  304-	
  1209	
  E.	
  Broadway	
  2,	
  2011	
  

Alice Bradshaw, The Museum of Contemporary Rubbish, 2011

Sara McKarney, Work Desk, 2011

Jayme Schomann, Baltimore/Montreal, 2011
We cannot truly appreciate our home until we are trying to create a new one. We
create meaning in places by comparing them to other places. This juxtaposition
creates an understanding of a place that is very individual.

Ian Amell, Untitled, 2011

Christiana Myers, I’m Not Very Good at Very Many Things, 2011

The feeling of displacement was also a common theme. A longing for a land that
is no longer the same, no longer accessible to you. Traces of a land left behind.

Catherine Chan, I Wish That You Will be Prosperous, 2011

Tony Yin Tak Chu, Untitled 13, 2011
These works can be seen as a way of incorporating one home into another, or in
some cases rejecting an old home in favour of a new one. As the styles of old
and new combine they create a hybrid aesthetic, one that cannot accurate
describe either place but rather is on a continuum constantly shifting between the
two.
These works show the tension between home as mental design and home as
physical place. How do we define our home in the contemporary age?

Scott MacLeod, Taos Hearth- Spiritual Home, 2012

Alison Keenan, Untitled, 2011

How home shapes our identity, both culturally and mentally, was in some way
explored in all the all the works. There were several works where this was the
most prominent theme. These works question the our identity directly.

Maria Ezcurra, Cornflake Family, 2012

Some of the works question how our identity is shaped through our roles in the
home. Whether we are a wife, husband, daughter or son affects how we view
where we live. How we view ourselves in relationship to these roles, whether we
embrace them or find them oppressive, colours the way that we live our lives and
interact with others in our homes.

Jennifer Martin, Kitchen, 2011

Sherri May, Mom and Dad, 2011

Homes can be lost. Both physically and by destroying ways of living. The work
below speaks to the destructive of home; the forcible removal from ones home
through colonization and environmental damage. It stands as a stark reminder of
how harmful having your home taken from you can be.

Gayle J. Koyanagi, Untitled, 2011

Sunshine Frere, Untitled, 2011
Although some people associate their nation or province as their home this is a
tenuous relationship. There is tension between our current and ancestral roots.
One sometimes feels alien in one’s own home.
This tenuous relationship is especially the case when that region is under political
pressure to change. One can internalize these negative aspects of their home.
One begins to associate the group identity of a region with one’s personal
identity. This speaks to home as a multilayered entity, not only the family home
but also the community in which we live, the region, and the country. Each of
these layers gives one a unique experience of home.
Whether or not one agrees with the political and cultural climate where they live it
has an affect on how they view the world. The unique nature of each region
influences the relationship connections that they make and the way that they live.
Although these connections are in constant flux, and manifest themselves
differently in each individual they are important to consider when thinking about
home.

Andrew Rutherdale, Unflagged, 2011

Jennifer Bassett, Oil City, 2012

Topp & Dubio, Untitled, 2011
The disruption of one’s space can also affect the way that one interacts with their
home. Both through factors that one creates and those that our outside of our
control.

Phyllis Schwartz, Unending Renovation- east, 2011

Meneka	
  Thirukkumaran,	
  Up,	
  Up,	
  and	
  Away,	
  2012	
  
Home can be a joyous space, one that goes beyond the confines of a building. A
whimsical world that we inhabit. This can help us re-imagine our homes and
environments and change their meanings.

Stephanie St. Jean Aubre,
Untitled, 2012

Holly Gabel, Untitled, 2012

Brandon Gunn, Untitled, 2011
Other depictions of home are ambiguous. They make us as viewers consider our
experiences in order to bring our understanding to the image.

Paula Portes, Untitled, 2012

Mike Binzer, Untitled, 2011

Jasia Stuart, System 1.0, 2012
For some the whole universe is their home.
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